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" Ex-Agent in ‘Spook
Whe Sat by the Door’

Dy VINCENT CANBY

In “The Spook Who Sat
by the Door,” Dan Freceman
(Lawrence Cookd, a mildman-
nered, bespectacled,  black
social worker who seecms to

« know his place, allows him-
self to become the token by
which the Central Intellig-
ence Apeicy bscomes intes
grated,

There is, of course, no
thought of ever seiding Dan
into the ficld. Rlack men,
otherwise invisible, have a
tendency to bLe conspicuous
as spieg, They stand out, Dan
is kept around the home of-
fice where he cays Yyes, sir'
snd “no, sir,” and escores
sightsceing  parties through
the nonclassified  sections,
‘that, however, is just one
side of:Dan,
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The other side is Dan Free-
man as the superblack na-
tionalist, Afier Dan  has
Jearncd cvoxytuw that the
CILA. has to teach him
about guenlla warfare and
weaponry, he teturns to Chic-
ago to orgnize a black revo-
lution that, at the end of the
{ilm, is about to bring white
America to ity im”—s

Like Dan Greenlee’s novel,
on which it i35 based, “The
Spook Who Sut Ly the Door™
Jds a difficult woris Lo judpe
coherently, It is such a mix-
‘ture  of  passion,  humor,
hindsizht, propnecy, preju-
dice .ml reacrion that the
fact thit i's not a very
well-made movie, and is sel-
dom convincin? as  melo-
"drqma, is elmost beside tho
.point.,
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Tha rage it projects is real,
even though the means by
which that rage is projected
are stercotypes. Black as
well as white.

Mr. Greenlee, who adapted
his novel for the screen with
nielvin Clay, and co-produced
the film with Ivan Dixon, the
director, couldn’t care less
about convincing white audi-
ences of anything except
black anger. 'The white
characters are even more
idiotic than can easily be
explained byv their roles as
CLA. oilicials and United
Strtes Scnators. ‘Ine blacks
are either poctic proles or
members of the corrupted
black middle class. -
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“This Is not about hating
white folks,” Yreeman says
as the black revolotion is
about . to bezin, “This is
about lovnw freedom enough
to. fight and die for it.”

In .@pitc of what Dan I'ree-
man says, the iilm equates
the two, "“The Sx)ook Who
Sal by the Dom™ stacks its
cavds, aud in u¢ing 50, it
raises biack consciousness by
trivializing several hundred
years of black neglect.
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